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The  Medical  Officer’s 
Annual  Report 

for  1925. 


To  the  Urmstoii  Urban  District  ('ouncil. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Keport  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  11)25. 

SURVEY  REPORT. 

(1)  Natural  and  Social  C'onditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  acres  992.  Popidation — Census  1921,  8,297  and 

1925,  8,379. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  is  2,018. 

Rateable  Value  £50,586  15s.  Od.,  and  the  sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate,  £201  6s.  8d. 

Urmston  is  situated  6  miles  W.S.W.  from  Manchester,  and 
201  miles  from  London. 

The  soil  is  light  and  loamy  and  the  sub-soil  clay.  Farming* 
and  Market  Gardening  are  among  the  chief  industries.  The 
District  is  residential,  and  the  inhabitants  depend  largely  on 
Manchester  and  surrounding  districts  for  their  living. 

There  is  no  pailicidar  occupation  bearing  influence  on 
public  health. 

A  large  Park  and  Recreation  Ground  has  been  recently 
provided  and  is  much  appreciated. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births  in  1925 

121 

or 

64 

Deaths  in  1925 

98 

45 

48 

Rates  per 

1,000  of  Population. 

Mean  of  5  years  — 

Biitli  Iliite  Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  fifmi 
TiDierculosis 
of  Respiratory 
System 

Rate  of  Deathi 
under  1  year 
to  1.000 
Births. 

1895-1899 

23  2 

11  8 

0-59 

109 

1900-1904 

28-2 

12-5 

0-69 

130 

1905-1909 

2P5 

12-4 

0  86 

107 

1910-1914 

19T 

10-7 

0‘83 

79 

1915-1919 

1.5-2 

10-8 

0-92 

48 

1920-1924 

17-0 

10-8 

0-65 

51 

Y  ear — 

1924 

15-9 

10-0 

0-23 

59 

1925 

1L4 

11-0 

0-59 

41 

Increase  or  decrease 
in  1925  on  Mean  of 

5  years  1920-1924  ... 

— 2'0 

4-0-7 

—0-06 

10 

Previous  year 

—1-5 

-^-10 

+  0-36 

—18 

The  extent  to  which  Hospital  and  other  gratuitous  and 
medical  relief  are  utilised,  and  the  amount  of  Poor  Law 
Relief 


Urmston  Cottage  Hospital,  112  In-Patients  and  261  Out- 
Patients  during  the  year. 

Medical  and  Surgical  relief  also  received  from  many  iNIan- 
chester  Hospitals. 

Union  Hospital,  Patri croft. 

Causes  of  Sickness  or  Invalidity,  specially  noteworthy  in 
the  area,  and  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which 
appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health.  None. 


(2)  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

H OSPIT AL  Accommo  d ation. 

For  Small-Pox — £10  retaining  fee,  Drinkwater  Park, 
Salford. 

For  Other  Infectious  Diseases — Scarlet  Fever,  Ladywell 
Sanatorium,  Salford.  Subject  to  accommodation  being 
available. 


o 


Number  of  Beds  Mv^ailable  for  SmalMN^x,  2  ;  fc)r  other 
lufectious  Diseases,  uut  limited. 

Hos[)ital  Accommodation  in  the  District,  for  : — 

f (I j  Tuberculosis,  none, 

(b)  Maternity  Cases,  Urmston  Cottage  Hospital,  2 

beds  for  special  reasons. 

(c)  Children,  Cottage  Hospital. 

Postal  Address  of  Union  Intinnary  : 

Union  Intirmai  y. 

Pa  tri  croft. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre — 

Under  County  Control,  Co-operative  Assembly  Room, 
Higher  Road,  Urmston.  Hours:  2  to  4  p.m.  (Tuesday). 

Ambulance  Facilities — Motor  Service. 

( d )  For  Infectious  Cases,  by  arrangement  with  Salford 

C'orporation. 

(  b)  For  Accident  and  Nou-lufecticnis  Cases,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Stretford  U.D.C. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Civilians 

Males  Females 

Intluenza...  ...  1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  ...  I 

Respu’atoi'v 

Tuberculosis  ...  b  2 


Other  Tulierculous 
Diseases  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  (j  7 

Diabetes  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  Haeniorrhage  8  b 

Heart  Disease  ...  4  7 

Arterio  Sclerosis  5  1 

Bronchitis  ...  b  4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  b  8 

Other  Res])iratory 

Disease.s  ...  2  1 


All  causes ;  Male 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  yeai 

Total  Births 


Only). 

Malers  Females 

Ulcer  of  vStomach 


or  Duodenum... 

1 

1 

Acute  or  Chronic 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Other  Accidents 

and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy,  etc. 

1 

Congenital  Debilit}', 

etc. 

1 

Suicide... 

1 

Other  Deaths  from 

Violence 

o 

•.J 

b 

Other  Defined 

Diseases 

8 

7 

5.  f  emale  48. 

Total  ... 

b 

•> 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

57 

64 

I.egitimate 

57 

61 

Illegitimate 

0 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


i) 


CU 


02 

0) 

tB 

d 

<z> 

cc 


O) 

CB 

<v 


a 

2 


d 

<X) 


d 
<v 

03 

2  b/3 


qn 

C 


T3 

q; 


CB 

Oj 

'B 

03 

'03 


CB 


q-i 

O 

o; 

q-H 


q-i 

C 

CB 

03 

CB 

C 


03 

-2 


o3 

q-i 


'B 

o 


CB 

c3 

03 


03 

q-3 


CB 


O 

4-J 


03 

> 

O 

03 

rH 

CB 

03 

CB 

j3 

O) 

q-i 

O 


k; 

t-q 

CC 

c 

W 


CB 

, 

03 


d 

q-i 


CB 

O 


Cl 


Cl 


c3 

q-J 


O) 

!r  CB 

1=5 

O 
q-3 


Cl  Cl  Cl 


Id 


Q 

W 


Eh 

O 

CO 

H 

GO 


03 

B 

Oj 

03 

B 


Total 

Deaths 

o  -c  ic  >-q 

CO 

65 

and 

over 

Cl 

Cl 

1C 

9 

10 

-f  rH  CJ  riH 

1 

*7 

i  .00 

-  Cl 

CO 

lO 

.  ^ 

CB  'O 

' 

rH  f-q  rH  Cy-H 

>o 

,  lO 

1 

T—i 

— 

1  to 

rH 

'  < 

- 

i  r-H 

1 

1C 

1C  rH  CO  — I 

I 

j  rH 

*7  1  j 

!  jj  1  00  1  CO 

1  1  1 

;  rc 

r~i 

I  1 

!  1 

iinder  1 

Cl  1  Cl 

Total  i 

cases 
at  all 
ages. 

i  Orrt - 'ClrH  CC-H—I  lOS 

1  rH  i  .CO' 

03 

^  d 

03.2 

[xj  fq 
03 

03  :;3 

'T^  r- 

a 

o 

■72  Q 


2  ^ 

•2  .’S  B  g  ^  S 

—  03  “  — i  ^  « 


>1  O 

B  ^  W 
d  -H  a  g 


03 


c  o 


3  03^  B  03  3  o  o 
03  03  q.3  >,.0  >  .2 

a  a  clij., 

3  O  S  H  2J 


B 

CS 

P-3 

O 

H 


There  is  no  excessive  incidence  of,  or  niorbality  IToni  notihable  infections  diseases. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  L.  Fryer,  Salary  c£8I  (part 
time),  no  other  appointment  held. 

Sanitary  rnspectt>r,  ,1.  Heath.  Salary  as  Inspector,  £225 
part  time),  also  Smveyor. 

Assistant  to  Sanitai  y  Inspector  &  Surveyor,  E,  C.  Kitchen. 
Salary  £150  (whole  time). 

Food  Inspector,  H.  H.  Ta)rd,  V.S.  Salary  £25  (part  time). 

Professional  Nursing-  in  tlie  Home  : 

(a)  General  Nursing-.  A  Nurse  from  the  Cottage  Hospital 
visits  Patients  wlien  required  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  of  the  District.  There  is  no  arrange¬ 
ment  with  tiie  Urmston  Council, 

(h)  The  Council  siqiplies  a  Nurse  (part  time)  if  reciuired 
for  cases  of  measles. 

There  is  District  Nursing  Association,  or  local  scheme 
for  the  supply  of  Food,  etc, 

■Mtd WIVES  :  No  Midwife  is  supplied  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Number  of  Midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register  : — 

Number  on  Registei-,  2.  Number  actually  prac¬ 
tising,  two. 

There  is  now  a  sufficiency  of  Midwifery  Service  in  the 
District. 

Legislation  in  Force — No  Local  Acts,  No  Local  Orders. 

SANITARA"  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  supjjly  is  ccmstant,  from  the  Manchester  Corpora¬ 
tion,  quality  excellent.  The  approximate  number  of  dwelling 
houses  supplied  direct  is  2.200,  none  by  stand  pipe.  There  are  no 
possibilities  of  contamination  aiid  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvent 

action.  There  is  no  insufficency. 

‘  ^ 

Rivers  and  Streams— No  action  has  been  taken  with 
regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — The  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Urmston  and  Flixton  Joint  Drainage 
Committee.  The  Sewage  is  treated  in  covered  tanks,  and  by 
cinder  and  land  filtration. 

Drainage  System — Water  carriage,  no  developments 
during  the  year.  There  are  no  areas  without  proper  drainage 
System. 

Drain  Testing— House  drains  water-tested. 

Sewers  flushed  with  fresh  water. 
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C.U.OSET  Accommodation  at  end  of  192r)  ;  — 


Priv}^  Middens: — No.  of  Middens,  9.  No.  of  Closets 
attached,  18.  No.  of  Pail  (Jlosets,  none  No.  of  Dry  Ash])its 
(excluding  Middens)  43.  No.  of  Ki  esh  Water  Closets,  203(3.  No. 
of  Movable  Ashbins,  2{)r)l.  No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets,  71. 
Conversions — 


No.  of  Privy  Closets 


(To  Fresh  AV.C3.’s 
\To  ^Vaste  W^C.’s 
(To  Pails 


192i'. 

(lurii)K 

year 

0 

0 

0 


Ourinjr 
o  years 
192_l-2:y 

55 

0 

0 


No,  of  Pail  Closets 


'to  lMe.sh  W.(Cs 
To  AVaste  W.C.’s. 


0  0 
0  0 


No.  of  Waste  WbC.’s  to  Fresh  WbC.’s 


t> 


No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  fixed  receptables  1  55 


Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  abolish¬ 
ing  Priv3"  Middens  and  Pail  Closets.  Yes. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion.  No. 


WTiat  kind  of  Closet  accommodation  is  provided  foi‘  new 
property.  W.C.’s. 


SCAYENGIND  :  Scavenging  is  undertaken  entirely  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  ;  team  and  manual  labour.  Collection 
weekly  from  house  to  house.  Privy  Middens  are  emptied  by 
day.  Refuse  removed  to  ti]).  Aloior  vehicles  are  not  used,  and 
no  destructor  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspections  During  1925: — Number  of  pre¬ 
mises  visited,  122  ;  Defects  or  nuisances,  122  :  number  abated, 
113.  Number  of  notices  served  (informal),  none:  statutory,  105  i 
legal  proceedings,  none. 

Smoke  Nuisance  : -Numbei-  (»f  observations,  10;  legal 
proceedings,  0  :  time  limit  for  mnission  of  black  smoke  per  hour, 
Hvo  minutes  in  half  an  hour. 

Offensive  Trades:  Noik';  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
condition  good.  Schools:  Sanitai-y  condition,  good:  Avater 
supply,  good. 


(1)  HOUSING. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions,  good.  Extent  of  shortage 
of  houses  :  It  is  considered  that  theia'  is  a  shortage  of  houses, 
Councirs  Waiting  List  :  approx,  80  names.  The  Council  have 
the  question  under  consideration  of  building  further  houses, 

(2)  Overcrowding,  Th<'r(‘  is  very  little  overcrowding  in 
the  district.  Further  houses  should  tx'  jirovided  as  requii*ed. 

(3)  (o)  Fitness  of  houses.  General  standard,  good. 
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{b)  General  character  of  defects  existing  in  unfit  houses, 
No  houses  considered  unfit, 

(c)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness  :  Council 
have  experienced  no  difficulty. 

( d )  Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to-back 
houses,  none  ;  or  other  tyj^es  of  insanitary  property,  none. 

(4)  Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  housing — 

faj  Water  supply,  good. 

(b  J  Closet  accommodation,  good. 

(cj  Refuse  disposal,  good. 

(d)  Measures  taken  during  1925,  none. 

IV.  Uidiealthy  areas,  none. 


HousTNct  Statistic  s  fou  thf  Year  1925. 

No,  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  43 

AVith  State  Assistance,  by  other  bodies  ...  32 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s 
Building  Scheme...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Advances  been  made  during  1925  by  subsidy  ?  Yes,  No.  32. 
Amount  of  Subsidies,  £2,400. 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses.  Inspection  : 

1 — Total  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  found  to  be  dangerous  to  health  and  unfit 

for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  found  not  to  be  in  all  i*espects  reasonably 

fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice  0 

Action  under  Statutory  I^owers  : 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  19 

No,  rendered  fit  after  formal  notices,  by 

owners  ...  ...  ..  .!.  9 

N<^.  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  notice  by  owners  ..  ...  7 

Closing  Orders...  ...  ...  ...  0 

5— Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Alilk  Supply. — The  supply  is  obtained  partly  locally  and 
])artly  from  Che.shire,  and  is  satisfactory. 

The  adequacy  of  arrangements  for  supply  and  distribution 
are  good.  The  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk  shops  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  are  good. 


JO 


The  date  of  Regulations  made  undei-  the  order  of  the 
L.G.B.,  is  Jidy,  1899.  There  is  deficiency  of  air  space  in  some 
cases. 


Total  number  of  C(AYkee})ers,  8.  Inspections,  16. 

J’otal  number  of  Milk  Purveyors,  10. 

No  .Samples  of  Milk  foi  Bacteriological  Examination 
have  been  obtained. 

One  Cow  was  slaughtered,  owing  to  tuberculosis. 

Meat  Inspection, — Mr.  H.  H.  Lord,  V.S.,  has  been  appointed 
Inspector  for  the  Council  under  the  Meat  Regulations  Act  (1924). 

Tlie  marking  of  meat  is  not  adopted. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses  1920  Jan.  1925 


No.  registered 
No.  licensed 

Total 


2 

0 


2 

0 


Dec,  1925 

2 

0 

2 


Otlier  Foods. — Bakehouses,  number  7,  condition  good. 

Jam  Works  ...  do. 


6— Phkvauexce  of,  and 


CONTROI.  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


Diseases. 


Since  the  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic  of  1921,  which  attacked 
almost  exclusively  school  childrcm  aged  from  5  to  15  years,  there 
has  been  a  steadv  decrease  in  the  numbe)*  of  cases,  which  is  now 
small.  Diphtheria  has  not  been  ju-evalent.  and  for  the  last  three 
years  hes  been  confined  to  very  few  sporadic  cases.  One  case  of 
Enteric  Fevei-  occuried,  whicli  a]»pears  to  have  been  imported 
from  an  outside  source. 

During  the  period,  Infectious  Cases  have  been  slight  and 
the  mortality  very  low. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. — A  constant  supply  is  kept  in  the 
distiact,  at  Pose’s  Pharmacy.  It  is  used  freely  and  promptly. 

Ence])halitis  Lethargica.  —  One  case  was  received  in  a 
terminal  condition,  the  earlier  sym])toms  appear  t(Mia\  e  been 
overlooked. 

Scarlet  hfever — No  ‘return'  cases  discovered, 

Pneumonia — Mostly  infiuenzal  type.  No  cases  of  Malaria 
oi‘  Dysentai-y  rejiorted. 

Pathological  and  Bactei'iological  Examinations  are  under¬ 
taken  by  the  University  of  Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Specimens  examined — Bhxul,  1  :  Sputum,  5  ;  Idiroat 
Swabs.  7 

No  use  has  been  made  of  Schick  and  Dick  Tests  for 
Diptheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

tJuckeu  Pox  has  been  compulsorily  notifiable  from  January 
1st  to  IMarch  81  st. 

School  Closure  has  not  been  adopted  during  the  year. 


I)lSINl^'EC’l'i()N  :  Nuinbei'  of  ii(Mis(\s  disini'ocled  during  1925,  IS. 
Methotl:  Hulpliur  Caiidlrs.  Houses  are  disintected  after 
Iddhisis.  but  not  usually  after  measles.  Apparatus  used 
for  clothing,  etc.  ;  Super-heated  steam.  Articles  disinfected 
(15  bundles),  at  Ahale  Wheel. 

TUBEKtUH.OSiS. 

XkW  ('asks  and  AIoJiTALITY  DKKINU  1925. 


New  ( 'ases. 

rultiKiiiar,\ . 

1 

Noll-  ! 

Puliuouai'.v 

1 

Dea 

Pulmoiiary 

THS. 

Nou-Puhaouary. 

Au'e  Pt'i’iods 

51. 

h\ 

M.  ' 

M, 

F. 

M. 

E. 

Years, 

0-1 

1  — 5 
,5— h» 

10—15 

1.5—20 

20-25 

25—35 

35—15 

15 — 55 

55 — 05 

05  &  upwards 

1 

•> 

1 

1 

1 

*  > 

. ) 

1 

3 

] 

! 

2 

Totals 

1 

5 

1  :  0 

2 

9 

1 

(3 

0 

OPHTHALAIIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

AASION. 

IMPAIRED 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

Unimpaired. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


G.  E.  ERYER, 


Medical  (Jfticer  of  Health. 
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